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Ty EY ET . this Semen was 
requeſted by many of the late Mr. Rich. 
ardſon's Friends, and for the benefit of 
Mrs. Richardſon. The call and motive 
were irreſiſtable, my heart commanded, 
and I have obeyed.---In ſome reſpetts 
this diſcourſe differs/from the one 1 de- 
livered laſt Sunday morning; but I have 
preſerved the declamatory ſtile uſual in 
popular preaching, and as nearly as bare 
memory would enable me, meaſured the 
fame ground I then trod. On the Cha- 


rafter of my venerable F riend Mr. Rich. 
a © :. _—_— 


—— . — — — 290 nem, U—ͤ— — —— 
I 
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ö P REFACE. 
ardfon L have felt it my duty to add what | 


permit me to ſay. 


--.If there be a any / thing i in this Sermon 


which may induce "ag Readerto take up 
with ſincerity and. perſeverance the 
prayer of the wicked Prophet, I ſhall 
rejoice : But if ſending it into the world 
anſwers no other end let it tell men, that 


1 knew and loved Mr. Richardſon, was 


honoured with his eſteem, and friend. 
ſhip, and have publiſhed theſe ſheets 
as a ſmall and ſimple memorial, etefted 
0 to perpetuate the remembrance, of his 
many virtues, and. the gratitude | of his 


Aﬀe®tionate F Friend, 8 
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HE eons is is mope 3 than bis. dein 
God, who has inſcribed: his name on. all his works, has 
been pleaſed to make man an image of himſelf: but it is 


hot in man degraded by fin; and perfifting in llagtant 
tebellion againſt his Maker, that we muſt look for this 


lively portraiture of eternal goodneſs; truth, and happi- 


neſs. No the righteous only reſemble their Oreator. 
They only who have been awaked from the dead fleep 
of ſin by Chriſt the reſurrefion and the life, who have 
been born of the incorruptible ſeed of divine truth, ean 
exibit to our view, the Image and ſuperſcription of Him 
who ie Immanuel, God wich us. Theft ate the righs 
r whom the nr pr bp wade oct mrur4's l. 

e eee e 
250 more excellent than his ungodly neighbours, that 
he will frequently excite their admiration, compel their 


-reluQtant applauſe, and engage them to pray, as in the 
words of my text, Let me die the death of the righteous, 


and let my laſt end be like his.” As the very devils - 


- 


4 'EC 


| as , faying, We know'th 
art, the Holy One of God; fo this Balaam, this wicked 


vo prophet, who loved the wages of untighteouſneſs, and 


to whom Balak had ſaid, «Come, and curſe me Jacob, 
come, defy me [ſracl,” after he had conſulted God by 
_ ſacrifices, and revolved in his mind all the circume 
| ſtance of this peculiar people, was compelled to pro- 
nounce them hleſſed. So. confident was be, of the 
happy iſſue of a life of. piety,,. that, not without ſome 
ſecret forebodings of the miſerable end to which bis 
covetous temper, and curſed practices would bring him; 
he cries out, * Let me die the rk of the nas, 
and let my aft end be ke hi,” e (Hh 55 


. Wempe sd 1 A 
30 felicity of good men, is, that of their death, and their 
laſt end. And indeed their laſt end is the grand object 
upon which, the righteous have fixed their eyes, and with 

a vie to which the whole tenor of their lives has been 
regulated. -In is for the peace and ſtrong confidence of 
dying in che Lord; for the gloxious hope of eternal life 
in the preſence of that adorable, Being who commands all 
the affeions of their hearts,;that they now, deſpiſe the 

ure the: croſs, and count the loſs of all earthly 
things but droſs, that they may win Chriſt. But as a hap- 
py departure out ofthis world; and a joyful entrance into 


the next, is ſo deſirable, that; like Balaam; all man- 


kind wiſh for it, let us conſider more particularly, How 
de righteous man dies, and, What his laſt end is. We 
hall afterwards advert to that excellent perſon, whoſe 
pious and amiable character, and whoſe happy and tri- 


umphant Genth a we mean how to commemorate : and to 
_ whoſe 


1 


V boſe various and exemplary virtues we ſhall gladly 
e rig! of applauſe which they julty wert. 
How do the' righteous die? They py not as "the 

wicked ; they die not Rupidl, as beaſts without thought, 
as do fools—Scripture affirms, (and reaſon juſtifies the 

affirmation) that mankind in general lie in the wicked 
one, ho hath put out the eyes of their underſtanding, 
and (© bewitched them with his inchantments, that they 
are wholly taken up with ſhadows and illuſions. What 


ſhall I eat hat ſhall I drink wherewithal ſhall I be 


cloathed ? are to them the only important enquiries of an 
immortal ſpirit. Nay they pay ſo little reſpe& to the 
man within them, upon which however they build their 
claims of precedency over their fellow brutes, chat they 
provide ſor him netheir food, nor raiment. Truth is 
a reprobate food with them who live a lie ; nor is ſanc- 
ticy of mind and manners, a. garb to which a mere ani- 
mal can aſpire. They know not God - they deſire not 
to know him. They are not barely ignorant of the 
divine Character, but reſemble him to themſelves; 
they, aſcribe to him human vices, and human paſſions ; 
and having once formed to themſelyes this Epicurean 
deity, they treat their idol with pe fett diener. 
They know nothing of the ex al facultics, of that 
immortal ſpirit which lives i in their breaſt. They care 
for none of the things which concern che peace of their 
ſouls.” For they feed with ſatis faction upon periſhable 
food, are content to range the narrow limits of þadily 
enjoyments, and to dwell. in a hovel of clay, As they 
bave no idea of any SAVES which God and heaven 
can e them; 10 they have no apprebenſions r 
gli =} divine 


—— — — — 


” » 
7 % 


T9: 


divine diſpleaſure, and of the rn. thoſe 
whom the Almighty ſhall -puniſh; with everlaſting de- 
firuQion from the preſence « of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power. Theſe men die ge: they 

lleep, a and dream, and waks in fire. . 


71 K ins nee W Ke oh 4 


4 a Engliſh Poet has indeed affirmed 


Men may live fools, but fools they cannot die;! but 


melancholy experience, hile acting as a pariſh mi- 
niſter, emboldens/me to deny the fact. Alas, 1 have 
ſeen too many die, with the ſamo thoughtleſsneſs and 


unconcern with Which they lived. In vain have 1 


urged threats or promiſes; precept or doctrine; the 


ſleep of death was upon them, and the lie they made, 


loved, and followed, was now become to them as the 
rock of truth; from whence they could not be ſhaken. 
Of many of thele, it is not unfrequently. ſaid by ſur- 
viving relatives, „They went off as quiet as lambs.“ 
Miſerable ſymptom of a mind dark as ball could with, 
and of a perdition which is inevitable In a word, they 

die without fear, beauſe they die without knowledge. .. 


Not ſo the righteous man : the word and Spirtt of 
God refled upon him ſuch a bleſſed. light, even in the 
valley of the ſha death, that hecan Tee both him- 
ſelf and the grand awful Objects which furround 
him, He knows and feels himſelf born for eternity, ; 
and that his ſoul, which would have been vilely bart . 
tered for a periſhable world, 1 is now poſting t to the tr 


"4 £33 177 


bunal of God to receive its final ſentence an and. appoint- 
ment for eternity. The moment is coming Which in 
evitably places him on a throne of "glory, or caſts him 
Ea to make his bed in ben. The cxpeBation "of 


this 


= RAE" _ — * 
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this awful deciſion fits with weight upon his foul; and 
it is rendered til} more awful, by the recollection of all 
his follies; and of all his ſins ; by a/ deep ſenſe of the 
impurity, weakneſt and emptineſs of his fallen nature; 
by juſt and comprehenſive views of the divine attri- 
putes, as well as of the various relations which ſubſiſt 
between himſeif and his God. Thus knowing what 
it is to die, a good man conſiders death as the'moſt 
ſolemn thing which ean happen to him in the whole | 
courſe of his preſent exiſtence, and that it becomes him 
to go up to his dying bed in the ſame temper with 
Which he would: ſtand in the anti- chamber of a judi- 
caturewwhich was to decide upon his eſtate, his cha- 
racer; and his life.” There is therefore nothing like 
fool-hardineſs in the death of the righteous man ? yet 
think not that all his views and proſpetts in tiis valley, 

tend only to produce terror and deſperation- What. 
ever conflicts a righteous man may have with his laſt 
enemy; he ſhall un . e and his fun: ſhall 


Ee E pong n FAY e en een ee 
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"The men who l in . and deſperation, weoks 
character totally different. They have generally been 
ſenſualiſts, di ſhoneſt infidels and ſcoffers, hypocrites in 
religion, or apoſtates from the faith. Living without 
God, dbing violent deſpite to the ſpirit of grace, tram 
pling with audacity on truths! they believed and at 
which/'they ſometimes trembled . 'Notwithſtanding 
all the :reſources- which vanity, pride, buſineſs or 
pleaſure could open to them, they are at) length, 
bronght within the laſt Rage of their on place: 


| N ow tt may TIRES ROSSI flood of light, with 


Yours 42 irreſiſtible 


Mes 


irreſiſtable evidence, ruſhes in upon the ſoul; of if they 
dad been graciouſiy drawn and enlightened beſore, paſt 
convitlions nom tevive ; but revive with ſuch a bright+ 
neſs of truth, as had neyer been experienced. They are 
blaſted at the ſight of God, of themſelves, and eternity; | 
Horror ſeizes them, while Death preſſes. on, redoubles 


his ſtrokes, and threatens them with inſtant perdition. 


deaf to all intreaties, and ſternly refuſes, it may be the 
loan of one pobr hour. Alas ! of this unhappy wreteh 
of his nature, all the principles of truth make war againſt 
him. A thouſand ſnakes of anguiſh wind around his 
heart, and whether he lopks to earth, to heaven, to hell, 
or to himſelf, new ſorrows meet his eyes. Diſtrafted, 
robbed of all hope, ſubſtantiating and feeling the pains 
_ of damnation; his miſerable ſpirit violently breaks forth 
fron the body, and enters into an invifible world, with 
thoughts which wander through eternity, and which 
never return home without bringing with them new 
ay ern as __ PR of this, bl that forget * | 


« ; . * 
** ab ba . 1 


Pages? an he e man is peace. Den es 
ox terrible in death he has viewed and reviewed again 
and again, and made it familiar to his Mind. It is not 
the firſt time he has ſeen his Gad and himſelf, judgment 
and eternity. He hath acquainted himſelf with his 
5 Maker and is at peace. He hath heard of that great 
love uherewith the Father hath loved us, and has long 
conlidered it as a moſt glotĩcus and indiſputable trurh, 


that Jeſus 8 e PUP he is the 
gin; 33-1 T3 | chief. 


A 


be — SALES 4 ——U——— on OCB — en ae one 


chief. He had long cordially” teceived che ROY) 
which God has given of his Son, and believing on his 
name has found bim to be his reſurrection and his His! 
He hath come to God and embraced him in Jeſus | 
Chriſt ; he is accepted, juſtified, ſanctified, and lays in 
his claim to heavenly glory, in the name, and through 
the righteduſnels of the well Beloved. He tetollekts 
with a grateful heart, all that goodneſs and mercy \ which 
kas followed him in the days of his pilgrimage;' the 
bleſſed fellowſhip with the Father arid the Son, with 
which infinite mercy. hath honoured him; and the in- 
numerable gracious providences which. haye concurred 
o the beginning, the carrying on, and, the, perfeAing, 
in him the work of faith, He hath already. tried the 
ſtrength of pain and diſeaſe, the miniſters of death, and 
has been crowned with victory. He therefore enters the 
field with a chearful ſpirit. He is armed for the com 
bat; his heart and his hands arg made. ſtrong. by the 
mighty God of Jacob. He walks with firm and uns 
daunted ſtep ; he reſts on the arm of the Omnipotent. 
All the labours of his liſe have tended to prepare him for 


this day and hour, and he meets it. without reluctance. 


God is his God, and his Father, the bleſſed Jeſus his 2 
Saviour and Mediator, the faints his brethren, angels 


bis condeſcending ſervants, and heaven his home; where 


he hath treaſured up many prayers, tears, holy aſpira- | 
tions, and ats of piety and benevolence. He longs to 
depart and to be with che Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which he 
feels to. be preferable to all the enjoyments which the 


world, which even religion itſelf, can afford, The good 


n in that eternal kingdom, and 


comforts 5 


evmborts, his heart with the yolks of bn them 
again. What he leaves behind be commits, as à ſacred 
pledge to his God. and Saviour. My God, he cries, 
will be the huſband of my wiſe and the father of my 
children. I have proved his word, and I find it is 
faithful and true. In him do I put my truſt, and I ſhall 
not. be canſpumded. Thanks, thanks, be to God, who | 
giveth me the viftory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Hle dies in peace, in fulh Marance of nes wg 
hopes of the glory of G. 


Do any of you imagine that FE 1 1 a 

righ teu: man ariſes to a pitch of vain glorious boaſting: 
ſulfer me to vindicate him from the charge of dying with 
the prt fumptuous dependence and arrogant expettz- 
tions of the Phariſee.” The one reſts on himſelf, the 
other on Chriſt crucified.” The one conſoles himſelf 
with his negative virtues and external performances; the 
other hatk the teſtimony of a good and well inſtructed 
conſcience, and appeals to the God of knowledge—Lord 
_ thou knoweſt all things, thotr knowelt that I love thee: 

The one bffers/his bold claims t6, Juſtice; and etiume- 
rates all his good works ; the other records all the gra- 
cious acts of the Lord, Uings to the foftering boſom of 
. mercy, and looks up to heaven as purchaſed poſſeſſion, 
grounding bis hope on tlie blood of the everlaſting co- 
venant. The one warms himſelf with ſparks of his 
own kindling ; the heart of the other burns with a Rte 
which is kindled from above. The cold comfort of 
the one ariſes from general and confuſed ideas "of 
God's mercy ; the confolations of the other from” the 


EIT and clear diſcovery 18 God 'manifeſt in the 
flefb» 


i 
fled, and rpm apf T ruth and Oxace, which 
witneſſes of the Father and the Son, calling Jeſus Lord, 
and crying, Abba, Father, in his believing heart, The 
one quits the world wich x<luftance, and like Lot's.gifc 
raſts an eye of deſire ou what he is compelſed 0 leave 
behind i; the other depary with a willing mind, and 
exults in the thought. that this earth is not his place. 
The face of the one evidendy ſtruggles for compoſabe, 
while the coilntenance of the other beams with glory. 
The Phariſer barely ſuffers the ſtroke of death, 4be 
Cbriſtian adyances bis boſom to the blow, ſaying to bis 
ſurrounding friends, it cannot butt me. The Phari- 
tee ſeems to aſcend as 4 ſtone by an unnatural impulſe, 
and with laborious flight; hut the ſpirit of the Chriſtian 
1 55 ears TW: * wich his 
R 1 of ſalvation. „ e er 


4 — the deah ofthevghtions 
le us follow his happy ſpirit and confider well what: is 
his laſt end. Here alſo, as in the former. part of 8 
diſcourſe, I ſhall oppoſe the ſinner and the juſt, and 
by this means I hope to ſet before you in 4 Aronger 
light the difference between the man that ſeareth Cod 
and him that feareth him not. The ſinner whatever 
may have heen his talents, rank, or ſtation, never took 
his flight beyond this world; all his proſpeQs and ends 
ere circumſcribed by this narrow ſyſtem. He was 
3 man of the world; his hopes, fears, joys, and griefs 
were ſenſual and earthly, The concluſion then is ob- 
Yipus—when heleaves the world, he foregges his all. 
When the days af the years. of his life er 5 
SIT: 1 bes be Lon] 


1 wu} 
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puch Chien was lot ef the! world; his! Ce, 
dom was fo above, While an inhabitant of the 
earth his converſation was in heu ven. His hopes; bis 
ſears, hi joys and his'griefs, alli originated in s views 
of an inviſible world. a laboured for the" riches,” le 
aſpired to the honours, he panted for the enjoyments of 
the kingdom of God. Knowing that things viſible 
were paſſing away, he ſet not his affections upon therm. 
He preferred rea ſon to ſenſe, and the pleaſures of 2 
pure and elevated mind, to the unelean and low indul- 
gene ſes of appetite, His Kingdom, his honour, glory 
und felicity were im reſerve}; for while preſbnt in the 
body he was abſent from the Lord; his pleaſutes were 
thoſe of an anticipating faith, and his rejoicing the re- 
joickig-of faith and Hope, in the fire promiſes of God. 
Bur if this faith, this hope, ſuſtained,” conſoled and re- 
joiced his heart, while a ſtranger and a ſejohrnef here 
and if this faitk and hope quenched the violence of fire, 
| ſtopped the mouth of kong and ga eg Firdctnels toworm- 
wood and gall, what angelic felicity Will ne not enjoy 
in the viſſon and poſſeſſion of their bleſſed objets? 
When he leaves the body, he enters uo b kingdom ; 
then the thoughts of Kis heart are elthbliſhed; wiſdom 
juſtifies her fon, and his name is had in everlaſting re- 
membrance. He leaves nothing upon earth which ex- 
| cites regret, and whatever be had loft here fot the ſake 
_ of his God and a good conſtience, he finds 17 in 
heaven wich abundant recompence.” | Wan, 
EN 4 £10; HY 
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_— ſinnet poſſeſſed his good things ia chis life. Did 
I. ſay this good things? Ra what;/are che things“ J. 
have dignified. with that appellation 2. He eat, be 
dran, he. ſlept, he propagated his ſpecies— And ſo 
didi the Worm that: fattened and died on his dunghal., 
His apparel could never vie with the : white, robe; of, 
rhe: Lin e dhe ſplendid, plumage! of the Peacock. 
- Suppoſe he founded empires, gave laws; to! men, built 
fleets; e ſtabliſhed / eommeret. commanded Armies, held. 
dhe balance of nations, accumulated) arcalures, eme 
braced in his capacious en circle of {Genees—in, 
a, word, ſuppole be! gainedahe whole worlds If ve um 
up the $a Wüdom | writes upon 10 Vagity of, 
vanities; all is vanity, Alas, tny:brethred,/God only 
knee che miſery ol the man, who is thats poſſeſſed of 
the whole world, but in * enjoys not an ode thing, | 
which it contains. 
eee i to; ha d 420 1905 IQ 7 8 on lis 1. 
Io accommodate our language t human, weaknols,; 
we add that in this life, che Chriſtian bad his evil 
things. His heavenly Father proved his Faith: by: 06+, 
caſional Penuty, and chaſtiſed his faults with afflictions, 
ſickneſs, and pain. He taught him to ſeek. for honour! 
by inuting him to contempt. Hes formed hint /re,, | 
virtue and piety by a ſevere diſoipline; braughe 
him to glory through many ſufferiugs, and made the 
<roſs| of ignominy and torture a petleſtal: to honour and; 
eternal life. .''bis is indeed a picture of horror 40 the 
| e eee and even the child of God too frequently 
recoils, and exclaims in the language of | his bleſſeq 
Matter; Father, if it he poſſible let this cup paſs from; 
ll B 2 wien 


rl 16 * 8 7410 


. But chen he refleQs upon the excellent un 
and goodneſs Which mingled the eup, and bleſſed it to 
his ſanifreation, in innitation of his adofable Pauern, 
be werkiy dyinkd, it, ſaying; Father, nor ty will but 
thy will be dene! The: hurricane which threatened | 
death to all” his hopes, ſerves bur tc root and ground 
him in his God, Experience makes him bold in the 
. fünts of fathy/ and a well grounded hope of viQory: - 
| gladdens his/hoari-in the hour of conſlicl. Without 
the unnatural @cfire of fuffering for the ſaks of fulfer-" | 
ing, and taughv hy a cc f his we and 
che preccpt of b Nofler, ho toy, Pead u del ib. 
_ rethptations, "yet knowing the bleſſed purpoſes for which: 
he was Predeſtinated to de conformed to the Man of . 
Sortows, be glady denies himſelf, takes e eee 
follows his Saviour in ene. * 


5M \-* F 


I will r no longer oppoſe oath 3 theſe e J th 
but drawitig a veil over the unutterable forrows of the 
bad man's end, let us direct our view to the mgunt of 

viſion, and to the fighteous man trunsfgured in glory. 
See that angel face; and ſay, whether chere be any feſem- 
Vance to the Man**whoſe- life was deemed roadneſs, 
and his death without honour?” The days of his 
| Humiliation are ended, and he now ſtands forth mw. 
of God. Tears dim not the luſtre] of his eye. Con- 
tempt and ſpitting ſhal} no more defile eee 5 
crowned with immartality and honour # no cloud ſhall 
overcaſt the brow: upon which is written the name of 
Jehovah, All-fufficient God. There, no. ficknels,.no 
Pay n> death, can come. Into thoſe heavenly man- 
ſions 


2 _ 
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epart. He is feaſted with a fulneſs of plepfure;:and- 
endowed with the celeſtial powers of an endleſs life. | 
He fees God, ſtus Him as He is, and / is nude like 
Him, What is meant by ſeeing God, ſreing Him a 
He is, and buing made like Him) we know not: BO 
knowvatii . Here then let us pauſe; aud approdely no- 
nearer to. that waſufferable brightness St. Paul, who) 
ſaw much ot thoſerthird heaverns; fpoke little of them 
ard it well becomes us to imitate his modeſty, Tough, 
afflictions light; to make us ſtedfaſt, immoveablep alt 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord. From what 
is diſcovere#to bur view v may juſlly iner dhe cbr. 
tainty of what is yet hidden in the boſom of our C. 
How little a part is known bf thee O Lord God RIU. 
mighty ! The majeſty, glory, and power of hy mere 
Chriſtian brethren, let it ſuffice us to know chat ts 
great and good God is our Father, and that we are his 
chiidreh ; and if children, then are we heiry;] beits of 
God, e with Jeſus Otriſt. 
Dua eh e E e ee at 1226} WOr = ; 
9 Wader and — let me 4 


you to his death. bed, that he may bear his laſt teſti - 


mony to God and righteouſneſs, and put his ſedle to 

the truths I have dehvered. Wich your permiſſbn L 
vill therefore read ſome partieulass of his lis and death, 
with which { had or oypontminy us by heben de. 
6K 8 NG” + {CFI445 $4 5 r een if © = quainted, 


dicious frient. wo net & li r 21 144. Ang 
oft avihos os 10 eee eee odyiviig brrobas 
_ +Mx;bRactiarnion wis born at Kirk Leatham, in 
Vorkeſtire in the year 1734: and appears: to have H 
joyed the advantage of a Hligious education Me uſetl 
to ſay that che had frequent viſitations from the Spirit o 
Gad in cariy life, ande that his mother, ho was a pious: 

woman, frequently brought him, when a child, to ler- 
f gymen, . e eee 
3 nnd e r ach 91 . 2901 wh 
une M ao. L lf To $row ace ol yaibaytds anew 
Aunuſter he had left the Univerſity? of Cantbridge; undi 

hach been ordained, he ſpent ſume time at Lenk enim 
Staffddibire. IV appears chat in this pariſſi he fell nim 
ſiome ſevities/ vVhich ere inconſiſtent with his profeſſion ; 
which he afterwards ſpoke; of with ſorrow and abaſe..: 
; ment. % Wand ©. 211 55k I „ 25 bed e 
. Aid ois % 11h bos cody 0% wi oO bing bus for 


From hence he removed into Suſſex, where he was 


appointed Curate zoſche Dran of Battle-Abbey. lie 


was now become more ſerious in his deportment, and 
appears 10 have diſcharged the duiei of his calling 
vith integrity. and conſeientiduſneſs a and though he had 
not then evangelicab views! of Religion, yet his ſermons 
vere ſo ſerious, and delivered with fa much earneſtneſs, 
chat he ſoon dm pop hum the notice of the Dean, and 
vas preſently ſurroundei with diſcouragement and ap- 


poſitich, till at length herwas ohligetl to apply to the 
College for a removal to ſome other pariſh; which was 


accord- 


_ A 8 PE — = 
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Obe night, as he was preaching from Jer. viii. 22. . 
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era tried bus and he was linmediaielyiſons 
70 Ewhurſt, u 8 Rye; im the füme 


cbüntf „ fo ne Ber wilah bed od red ald 03. 
eK a Dillnqs big Ee Be: doum Si e 1 


Hefe be continued to prench in che ſame dn; 
but his removal was ſhordy aſter attended with very 
important conſequences. A Methodiſt Society had 
been eſtabliſhed at this place, but he had Beewearneſtly 
cautioned by Tome perſons to be much upon bis guard 
againſt them, and more eſpecially againſt one of their 
members a Mr. Holman.” But it appears that he! had 
*not_been- long at Ewhurſt before this gentleman, en- 


couraged by his ſeriouſneſs and candourʒ invited him 
to come and hear for himſelf. He conſented; and ac- 


tordingly came at the time appointed. His prejudices | 
*vaniſhed—his heart was opened—and he found' that 


God enge f ag of a truth. in rum ; ibis 


b % TT T2 3 i 4 A; of 4 a Yi! rr: $ T7 112 # AN. 


The fed began now to increaſe in bis ſoul, 
he frequently converſed with the people and attended 
the preaching. Mr. R was then in the circuit. 


there no balm in Gilead: is there no phyſician there 
Ke. Mr. Richardſon, and his friend came in together. 
The power of God was preſent. Mr. Richardſon was 


deeply affected under the word, and in that hour found - 


peace with God. This was in March 1762. 


Tube diſeourſe which be heard; made ſo dech an 
impreſſion upon his mind, that he ſhortly" aſter del. 


| hivered the fubſtance of it to his - pariſhioners-invithe 


© bt Y 3 1 a | "0; 
ne . 4 J 1 pariſh 
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Aàtuentl the preaching, and 40 treaſure wp. the tryths he 


t 


nmr yi Mr en 1 poſed God 
to blef what he had delivered. Some of the 
foners were much affected, and expreſſed an earneſt | 
deine is hear more of thoſe important truths, He; re- 
plied vu chat lovely Goplidity which. marked his 
character in life, I received them from the Mothoqiſt 
Preacher. Go, ſuid be, od hear for yourſelves, —You 
ſſhall hear all this, and much mare.” He continued to 


Heard! from dme to tima for the proßt of his people: 
who were tdificd by his life and his miniſtry, r * 
n ale vr e, ibn 
yi | Relating 2 be 1080 10 1 tes 
of the Chriſtian church, and felt ay inereaſing deſire 
after a mote intimate union with the people of God. 
Mr. Weſley hearing ofthis, ſhortly after invited him to 
| Laden, an been in Nor. 1761. 
1 porerty af ſpirit; adn wes - 
marked bis HII appearance amongſt the people, His 
expectations vere highly raifed, but it pleaſed God to 
permit him to mett yith many trials and diſcourage- 
ments: and at the ſame time, he endured many ſevere 
inward conflicts. But as his eye was ſingle, and bis Ria, 
| ** to God, be was. SUES trough every thing, 1 


- Theubibratity of his fete chriflian ſunplicity of 
W merkneſa of his ſpirit his love 
ere prafitable tendency! of his 


converſation 


1 the an&ion that attended his public 


miniſtrations for thirty e . wel . bee and vill 
not * be forgotten. 4% Tos 20up 1 ago? 


"ride this long hd eas a man of 
ſorrows, being exerciſed and afflicted almoſt inceſſantly 
fered could not but eridear him to thoſe that knew. him, 
while his preaching became more deeply experimental 
and profitable to all that heard him. Of his family 
afflictions he would ſometimes ſay, «that they e 
rod of God, and were ſent in mercy to n 
and to make them meet for himſeat· 10. 72 


* Nothing could alienate his love. from the people to 
whom God had united him, and he rejetted with per- 
ſeverance ſome advantageous. offers that had been made 
to him, during his reſidence amongſt them, being de- 
termined never to leave them: and at the ſame time it 
ſhould be added, that few men have ever received more 
fincere and cordial evidences of affeftion and  reſpo 
than he 4 from them. 155 
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His wk to "* Church of England! ae to a 
end of his life, and with grief of heart he ſpoke of the 
progreſs that Arianiſm and. Socimaniſm vere org 
Ts pb as $2 „ 80 | 


' The affli8ion which ended in his FLIP nn 
bon” a cold, which he took on Sunday, January 


heb, in returning from the New-Chapel, on the 
C Covenant 
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Covenant night. This was ſoon followed. by an in- 
ſlammation in the throat, and at length an abſceſs was 
formed in the ſide of the neck; of which he died. 


| He waschieſly employed during his laſt illneſs eicher 5 


in ſilent meditation, in finging or prayer. His faith, 


. es Sroby wh. To 

80 he ſaid, ! Many ſpeak of affurauce, . and here 
W SE! 1 am all faith withod oxe doube. 
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- He had once been 8 a e 

eee. he had been gn, har og, 4 
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At 


he, which none r n en hn 


Ivo, chat EI" him, having viſited him one 
morning, the one of them ſaid to him, © Your friends, 
dear Sir, are affectionately concerned for you: they 


hope that God will reſtore you to them.“ He intimated 
there was danger. It was replied, * Their zope is in 


God.” — He pauſed a moment, and then with a hea- 
venly ſmile and much divine ſweetneſs, affoctionately 6 
anſwered, © I thank them But J have no prayer given 


me either for life or n Env Ach no e one 


Wain ara 1 ip 4m ud eee 

3 e ee he Laid, 
« This is not the time for talting We ought rather 
to go into an . e and your out our 00 
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Some 
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+6046 e of a like weighty 20 
nature fell from him, but as he way much in ſilent com- 


rn er God, he 5 EN wav! 
' The - before he e hewas heard o . 


e bee apparns of det" Ke. 


wy ar in the N on Anden n FT his 
daughter; Mrs. Young; who had affectionately attended 
him during his illneſs, had not the -leaſt intimation of 
his death, or reaſon to expect that his diſſolution was 
ſo near. She had juſt given him ſome refreſhment and 
continued fitting by his bedſide. A little before ſeven, 
he was ſeized with convulſions, he inſtantly attempted to 
riſe in the bed, and finding himſelf dying, with perfett 
recolleQion, and with great tenderneſs, made an effort 
with his hand for her to leave the room, God, ſaid 
he, is always with me, and then drawing the curtain 
with his hand, laid himſelf out and expired in a few | 
a OE TE LN ns 


lie was in che 58th year of his age. 


Thus died the excellent and amiable Mr, Rich. 
ardſon ; in the full triumph of faith, and in all chat 
peace and holy joy which are in general the privileges 
of adult lien, »Conſidering ſuch a ſcene f 

75 e c 2 5 ä triumpm 


t may not be amiſs to obſerve, that it is the death of the 
Nene THO, which I have kept in view through this dif- 
75 courlc, 
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Amen! God in heaven write che bir toberte book; 
ani feat it on our . 8 


bern to walk with God, and to get the teſtimony that we pleaſe 
him. 3 5 E 4 7 Ee | „*** 


= 


5 3 


e eigenes n “Let me die the 
death ofthe righteous, and let my laſt end be like his! 


4 N 7 1 405 TLED * 


1 ſhould not do juſtice Gn at for hs 1 F 
ceaſed, or to the grateful ſentiments of my own heart, 
and leaſt of all to his merits if I did not dwell more 


partieularly on the charaſter of this admirable Man. 


To give him the higheſt praiſe, I ſhould ſay, He was a 
fincere and eminent Chriſtian, and an able, faithful and 
laborious Minifter of Jeſus Chriſt. Tou knew the 
man, and can bear me witneſs, that I do not adopt the 


language 8 ſervile | Nanette. T ruth * reg d. 


eat All whine have reaſon. to batievs die in the * 


do not depart with all that comfort I have deſcribed, and which 


you have ſeen exemplified in dur late venerable friend. Nei- 


wer date 1 affiem that al adult Chriſtians die with equal tri- 


umph : the ſcripture will not authorize it; 2 nor do I know that 


any man has a claim on the Almighty to make his death ſo 


triumphant, Sovereign wiſdom and goodneſs may have ex- 
cellent reaſons for ſometimes permitting Chriſtians of uncom- 


mon piety to be ſorely tried in their laſt moments; and if we 
cannot always enter into the reaſons of his diſpenſations, we 


may ſafely reſt in this great truth, That God will do all things. 


well. As a general concluſion, we may admit, that as men live 
ſo they will die; but let us beware of judging men from the 

carious manner of their death, rather than from the more 
deciſive fruits of their liſe; and leaving to our good God in 
What way he will call us from this world, be it our firſt con- 


* 


mand 


"Ts 


a hey e dds ene ade . 


pages of laboured eulogium can add nothing. But as 

this praiſe is too general and indiſcriminate, 1 till feat 
myſelf called upon to mark his eharacteriſtic virtues, | 

at ET ale drain ooh CN. TR 


an have formed the bat 6% his 
character, and to have caſt his virtues in a peculiar line 
of excellence was affliction. He was a man of forrows 
and deeply acquainted with many pungent griefs. 
Affliction is not indeed to be numbered among his 
virtues, but it was the ſchool in which they were formed, 
refined and ſtrengthened, Without affliction he might 
have been a pious and amiable man; but brokenneſs 
of heart before the Lord, invincible patience, a chearful 
and heavenly mind, profound humility, a pacific temper, 
admirable prudence, a ſympathizing ſpirit, and a von- 
derful ability for conſoling the tempted and afflicted, - 
would either not have been his peculiar virtues, or 
would not have ſhone with ſo much ſplendor. To 
paſs over all his other affliftions, many of which were 
remarkably heavy and of long continuance, his Kate of 
health for more than twenty years, was ſufficicut to put 
his faith and patience to the ſevereſt teſt. He died 
daily; died by inches. A conſtant aſthma compelled 
him to count the night watches in his chair, gaſping for 
breath, and in momentary danger of ſuffocation. Here 
it was he learned to die; to die to the world and to 
himſelf; and to Took, forward to the diſſolution of the 
mortal 980 * 3 confummation- W to: 5 
withed. ch, | 
N 10 
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n of a dying body, and e 
va, trials, he was honoured with his Maſter's. cup 
of fore and repeated temptation. - He had many a ſe 
vere conflict with the adverſary of his faith, and a8 
himſelf declared to me, found it a difficult leſſon t0 
learn meekneſs and lowlineſs of heart, and to break 
himſelf to the yoke. of Jeſus Chriſt. The effects of 
afflictions were admirable, He felt himſelf “ a worm 
and no man.“ His prayers and his preaching were 
ever attended with floods of tears, and an unction 
which was felt by every pious mind. He ſeemed to 
conſider himſelf as ſinful duſt and aſhes before his God; 
and confeſſed his ſins and failings . much holy 
ſhame e e The eie een ay * een 
| "His patience was r ee 5 "He knew is | 
father s rod, meekly kiſſed it, and improved by every 
- gracious viſitation. Complaints of indiſpoſition, weak- 
_ neſs and pain were ſeldom heard from his lips; and 
when he did complain, manly fortitude and chriſtian 


ſubmiſſion were predominant in his voice and manner, 


He was more than, patient; he was  chearful, habi- | 
tually chearful in his converſation among men. Auſ- 
terity and levity were, at an equal diſtance from him, 
He felt himſelf a dying man, but he well knew the 
conſolations which flow from the bleſſed: hope of im- 
mortal life, which God who cannot lie had given him 
in bis dear Son. He therefore preſerved the happy 
medium, and his chearſulneſs which ſometimes roſe 
to mild ironical pleaſantry, indicated a mind pure and 
RO, and was e conſiſtent with miniſterial 


Pl. _ dignity. 
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* Oſien would he ſpeak r heavenly F W 
ſmile chrough tears, and encourage his friends and 
oy e yoo arr hope to the end. : 


. Humility is a flower that flouriſhes beſt undet the 


ctols, and it was therefore an eminent grace of this IE 


crucified Chriſtian. He had no ambition to make a 
noiſe! in the world; but loved the cool ſequeſtered 
vale. Popular applauſe was too mean an object for 
him to aim at; indeed he had neither health, ſpirits; 
jungs, nor ambition to draw the "multitude; around = 
him. He rather choſe to be loved than feared; He 
ſought no honours, claimed no pre- eminence, and 
ſhunned all diſtinctions. He was a man of peace. 
He knew it to be the genuine ſpirit of the | Chriſtian 
Religion, and well underſtood its value to his own 
foul, and to the Church of Chriſt. He therefore hated 
ſtrife and contention, and would never take any part 
in quarrels between individuals, or among that body 
of Chriſtians with which he was more immediately 
connected, except that of a Peace- maker. And in 
this character the God and Prince of peace gave a 
bleſſing to his labours; and he was oſten happy in 
clearing up miſunderſtandings, ſettling differences 
ind reconciling enemies. The Lord gave him the 
deſire of his heart, and he paſſed his life in much £ 
quietneſs. For the attaining this deſirable: end, and 
guarding the lowlineſs of his mind, the Lord was 
pleaſed to endow him with the rare virtue of Chriſtian 
prudence. He knew men and things, coded 
times and ſegſons, underſtood when to ſpeak. and when 
to be filent, and governed his tongue alike from the 

extremes 


Land 


t 1 


ER tres tn. ad. ihe eek 
-  , confidence; Reader think not this virtue of ee 
bdaut rather eſteem. it as one of the molt, excellent | 
of the Spirit, and follow after it as 15 ſafe pre go of 
peace, 110 the 2 25 of influence and. Honour among | 


men, 205 


ni « aicted bin but Soha a 
and comforued, his ſoul melted in tender ſympathy over 
the children of fotrow, and he knew well how to touch 
with holy art, all topics that could conſole or. reviye 
the fainting Spirit. As of late years his great weak- 

 , neſs made him leſs frequent in the labours of the Pul- 
afflicted, in adviſing and exhorting his friends to love 
God, to love one another, and to be patient and cou- 
rageous in the purſuit of heavenly glory. His de- 
light was thus to go about doing good; and the Fa- 
ther of mercies was pleaſed to blefs his advice, his 
prayers, and bis exhortations to the benefit of many. 
B this means he was endeared to thouſands, in chis 
city and its invirons beyond expreſſion, who will e 
Mas e yo ron I Im 


In che Puſpit he. was always eee bins | 

and conſolatory. An underſtanding ſtrong and diſ- 

4 ate in its views of truth, embelliſhed by learn- 

Aug, fanRtified and improved by deep experience of 
divine things, enabled him continually to bring forth 
tom the treaſury. of a good heart, things both new 
and old. He explained the Scriptures with clearneſs 
and ſobciety, PRs the doQrines of revElarion their 


due 
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an to. practice, and was more e! Ko 
being men o the, af common truths, « a 
io give chem his, own, particular, views—thag,1 Is; more 


| wichart,,., The he of his preaching was ines | 
; mild, and perſuabve 4, his, language... ike, his manners, 
ro 8 — moms 5 10 


= adde ele gain chap ie 41 mY 
: e vpou the. graſs, He was as the 
ſhining through the ſynamers rain. The Spirit 9910 ns 
Lord; Pod was, upop him: (ar, be was, angineed. 8 
preach, Ahe goſpgl to the Poor, t9., heal ibe broken 
hearzed, to preach. deliyerange to the, captives, c ſep 
at liberty them that are bruiſed, to e the accepty 
able year of the Lond... If man ever ꝓoſſeſſed the ſpirit 
| and talents. « Barnabas, Mr, Ri | 
The hecdles yauth, the popraetted ac the child | 
of penury, the wee - worn wreich, the broken- hearted 
2 the weak tempted believer, the backſlider 
ith anguiſh-+theſe, O man f God chhallbjeſfs = 
=  wiſdamand thy healing, hand. B no c- 
pitare judgment, no harſn concluſian, uc truri ill timed, 
didſt thou, grieve the ſoul that was caſt doun, or en. 
vengm the wounds which the, Almighty, hadinllicheg. 
bag Aan 2 or nis io % 1 ARE) dolle of 
Jt Butz I! haſten to ſiniſh a picture which I.cannot paint, | 


MORT bat he was r and * — 5 
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